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CONSTRUCTION . . . At a Glance 


Current period Previous Current 
Indicator 1 year ago period period 


Value put in place: 
(in billions of dollars) 
Total new construction 


55.2 
> 55.0 


Private construction 


Public construction 


Private housing starts 
(Thousands of units) 


Number of FHA applications, new 
private nonfarm dwelling units 
(in thousand s) 


Contract awards: 
(In millions of dollars) 
Total public contract awards 


Highways contract awards 


F. W. Dodge Corp. index of 
contract awards ( 1947-49 = 100) 


Department of Commerce 
composite cost index (1947-49 = 100) 


Composite materials output 
index (1947-49= 100) 


Wholesale price index, all 
construction materials 
(1947-49 = 100) 


Contract construction employment: 


Number of employees 
(In thousands) 


Average hourly earnings 


Average weekly hours 


(2) 


Current 
reference period 


October 1%0 
Seasonally adjusted annval rate 


October 1960 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


October 1960 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


September 1960 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


September 1960 


August 1960 


August 1960 


September 1960 
Seasonally adjusted 


August 1960 


July 1960 
Seasonally adjusted 


September 1960 


September 1960 
Seasonally adjusted 


August 1960 


July 1960 





THE ECONOMY .. . At a Glance 


Indicator 


Gross national product 
(In billions of dollars) 


Personal saving 
(In billions of dollars) 


Government purchases of goods and 
services 
(In billions of dollars) 


Corporate profits after taxes 
(In billions of dol lars) 


New plant and equipment expendi- 
tures 
(In billions of dollars) 


Retail sales 
(In billions of dollars) 


Consumer credit outstanding 
(In billions of dollars) 


Manufacturing inventories 
(In billions of dollars) 


Manufacturers’ unfilled orders 
(In billions of dollars) 


Industrial production index 
(1957= 100) 


Vholesale industrial prices index 
(1947-49 =100) 


Nonagricultural employment 
(In millions) 


Unemployment 
(Asa percent of the civilian labor 
force) 


Average weekly hours worked in 
manufacturing industries 


Current period 


1 year ago 


Previous 
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Current 
reference period 


Second quarter 1960 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


Second quarter 1960 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


Second quarter 1960 
Seasonally adjusted annval rate 


First quarter 1960 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


Fourth quarter 1960 (anticipated) 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


October 1960 (advance estimate) 
Seasonally adjusted annval rate 


September 1960 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


September 1960 
Seasonally adjusted annval rate 


September 1960 
End of the month, unadjusted 


September 1960 
Seasonally adjusted 


September 1960 


October 1960 


October 1960 
Seasonally adjusted 


October 1960 





Construction Comments 


RECENT TRENDS IN OUTPUT OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 


Output of construction materials, seasonally adjusted, fell off somewhat in July from June 1960, while 
decreasing housing starts and contract awards led to a small decline in total construction activity. July 
1960 output was down 7 percent fromthe July 1959 total. Starting with the January 1959 level, seasonal- 
ly adjusted production increased 25 percent by June 1959, decreased to below the January 1959 figure by 
October 1959, and then rose erratically to 5-10 percent above January 1959 during the first half of 1960, 

Although construction activity roughly paralleled materials output trends in direction, the production 
movements were more extreme, reflecting tendencies of producers to build up inventories when con- 
struction is increasing and to reduce them when anticipating a downtrend. The spread is further in- 
fluenced by erratic month-to-month changes attributable to both random factors and changing estimates 
of construction activity in later months. 

The cyclical swings of construction activity and materials output are probably even more disparite 
than the statistics indicate because less volatile shipments data have had to be used for several items 
in the absence of production figures. 

For January-July 1960, the 7 months for which data are available on all measured items, the total 
output of construction materials was 5 percent below that of the comparable period of 1959, a little more 
than the 3-percent decline recorded for the physical volume of total construction activity, indicating the 
relationship between the two series and the greater depth of the materials decline. 

The 1959-60 shifts in output of the different types of construction materials varied widely. Although 
the categories are not always precisely comparable and nonconstruction uses of these products exert 
some influence, differences in output changes in the various construction materials largely reflect the 
changes in the various categories of construction. 

The largest production declines in the first 7 months of 1960 from the comparable 1959 period oc- 
curred in two materials largely used in residential construction: millwork, 22 percent, and heating 
and plumbing equipment, 14 percent. The rates of decline varied little among the principal groupings in 
these two categories. The separate but related category of plumbing fixtures, however, fell only 4 per- 
cent, apparently being sustained by large maintenance and repair demands. Shipments of asphalt an 
tar roofing and siding products, also closely tied in with residential construction, dropped 10 percent. 

Portland cement production was down 7 percent inthe 7-month period, substantial declines in private 
residential and most areas of public construction more than offsetting increases in private nonresidential 
building. The unusually late spring in 1960 in many areas of the country also contributed to a slower 
rate in concrete work of many types, including maintenance and repair, in the first half of 1960 as com- 
pared with 1959. ? 

January-July shipments of iron and steel building products declined 8 percent from 1959 to 1960, 
and production apparently decreased even more. The sharpness of these declines was attributable 
largely to a considerable inventory buildup by fabricators, contractors, and warehousemen in the firs 
half of 1959 in anticipation of the steel strike in July, and a net liquidation of stocks in the first halfd 
1960. Thus the unusually high output in the first half of 1959 was able to meet some of the steel needs 
for 1960 construction. The readiness with which steel producers were able to fill orders after the settle 
ment of the strike late in 1959 has apparently led to the maintenance of smaller inventories by both 
producers and consumers of steel products. 

The declines in steel shipments were largest in line pipe, reinforcing bars, rigid steel conduit, am 
nails—all down about one-fifth. Smaller declines were registered for cast iron soil and pressure pipe. 
Only minor changes occurred in the shipments of galvanized sheets, rails, and fabricated structural 
steel. 

January-July declines of less than 2 percent were made by lumber and wood products, clay construc 
tion products, and paint, varnish, and lacquer. In the lumber and woods products category, hardwo 
flooring and insulating boards, largely tied in with residential construction, declined about 5 percent, 
but softwood lumber held at the 1959 level and Douglas fir plywood and hardboard rose about 7 percetl, 
probably because of their relatively large nonconstruction and maintenance and repair uses. Fot 
similar reasons, declines in paint, varnish, and lacquer were only slight. 
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Outlook for 1961 


SUMMARY 


Outlays for new construction are expected to 
rise 4 percent to a record $57.3 billion in 1961, 
surpassing the 1959 peak of $56.2 billion. The 
1960 figure may reach $55.1 billion. If anticipated 
outlays eventuate, 1961 will be the second highest 
year in the physical volume of work put in place 
(expenditures adjusted for price changes) 2 per- 
cent below 1959, a year marked by strong influ- 
ences carried over from antirecession measures 
of 1958. 

Although public construction is expected to in- 
crease greater relatively (5 percent) than private 
construction (3 percent) in 1961, almost two-thirds 
of the $2.2-billion rise in total outlays are ex- 
pected to be accounted for by the private sector. 
With a few exceptions, in the commercial and 
public utility and sewer categories, almost every 
type of public and private type of construction is 
expected to either equal or exceed 1960 levels. 
Outlays in 1960 are generally very close to the 
1959 record levels for public and private cate- 
gories. 

Private construction in 1961 should pass the 
$40-billion mark for the first time despite the 
fact that its most important sector--new dwell- 
ing units, where 1.3 million starts are expected-- 
will account for 8 percent lower expenditures than 
the almost $25-billion peak of 1959. Public out- 
lays, exceeding the $17 billion mark for the first 
time, will reflect a sustained upward movement of 
educational construction reaching the $3-billion 
level, a volume exceeding expectations despite the 
growing shortages of classrooms. 

The outlook for new construction in 1961 is based 
on the assumption that the Nation’s total output of 
goods and services will remain at about 1960 
levels. It is further assumed that, while the nation’s 
economic pace in 1961 will not push most con- 
struction categories significantly, the public area 
will benefit from higher spending by State and 
local governments, as well as by the Federal Gov- 
ermment. Construction costs may rise somewhat 
less than in 1960. 

Pressures for credit usually associated with a 
general expansion of business activity and a strong 
housing market will probably not be as great in 
1961 as in 1959 and 1960. Thus, it seems that 
residential mortgage funds, as well as other in- 
vestment funds to finance other construction fa- 
cilities, will be in ample supply to support the 
anticipated levels. 


PRIVATE AND PUBLIC HOUSING STARTS 


Approximately 1,350,000 private (farm and non- 
farm) and public new housing units will be started 
in 1961, compared to about 1,300,000 in 1960. In- 
cluded in the 1961 figure are about 50,000 publicly- 
owned units, 10 percent more than in 1960. It is 
assumed that new farm housing construction will 
remain stable. The outlook for privately-owned 
housing starts in 1961 of 1,300,000 assumes a 
strong recovery in the second half of 1961 which 
will bring seasonally adjusted rates beyond those 
suggested by the approximate total 50,000-unit in- 
crease in 1961. 

By the end of the third quarter of 1960, the new 
housing market had not responded to the easing of 
the mortgage credit situation. Indications are, 
however, that the downturn which brought seasonally 
adjusted rates for nonfarm housing from 1.6 mil- 
lion units in early 1959 to 1.1 million units in 
September 1960 has bottomed out. 

Rising vacancy rates, relatively high interest 
rates, and rising construction costs are among 
the key factors adversely affecting the housing 
supply-demand situation. On the other hand, the 
low downpayment requirements and the trend 
towards a lengthened period for mortgage amor- 
tization continue to be favorable influences. The 
continuing shift of population to the suburbs, the 
strong demand for apartments, the high level of 
savings, and the large volume of mortgage re- 
payments to institutions which find it difficult to 
shift easily to other forms of investments support 
the expectation that housing starts will exceed the 
low levels of 1960. Nevertheless, at present home 
value levels, prospects for an abrupt return to 
peak levels are uncertain in the face of a lesser 
demand than in the earlier years of the post-World 
War II period. 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION EXPENDITURES 


Expenditures for private residential buildings 
(nonfarm) in 1961 are expected to amount to $22.6 
billion of the $40 billion foreseen for all private 
construction. The 3-percent advance, although 
small, represents the continuation of a substantial 
upward trend for nonhousekeeping construction and 
a smaller rise for additions and alterations, and 
marks a partial recovery from the $3-billion drop 
from $19.2 to $16.3 billion in new dwelling units 
expenditures between 1959 and 1960. The sus- 
tained trend of apartment house construction, al- 


(5) 





though helping to maintain the overall level of 
housing starts, results in a less than proportionate 
increase in total expenditures because of the low- 
er unit costs involved. Innonhousekeeping outlays, 
the anticipated attainment of a $1-billion level, the 
ninth year of steady gain, represents a doubling of 
the 1957 volume of $500 million. The expected 11- 
percent gain between 1960 and 1961 follows a 17- 
percent rise in 1960. New motel construction con- 
tinues to be the chief force in this category. In 
addition, private construction of college dormi- 
tories and some new large hotels lend strength to 
the nonhousekeeping category. 

While residential construction sagged in 1960, 
the nonresidential building category soared by $1.2 
billion to record levels, exceeding $10 billion. The 
14-percent gain was mainly accounted for by a spec- 
tacular rise in industrial construction, for which 
an $800-million advance (38 percent) is indicated. 
The prospect for total nonresidential building con- 
struction outlays in 1961 is that of a 5 percent in- 
crease. With the exception of stores, restaurants, 
and garages, the 1960 upturns are expected tocon- 
tinue in every category. 


Somewhat uneven movements among the com- 
ponents of the gross national product, indications 
of a reduction in business profits, and continued 
emphasis on modernization rather than increase of 
capacity will probably slow down the sharp up- 
swing of recent years in new industrial building. 


Although research and development still provides 
a strong source of demand for new structures, in- 
dustrial construction appears to be in line for only 


a 7 percent gain in 1961. Much of this rise is a 
carryover of activity from incomplete projects be- 
gun in 1960. The anticipated $3.1 billion level for 
1961 equals the outlays in 1956, which were sur- 
passed only by the 1957 high of $3.6 billion. 

Commercial construction in 1960, while falling 
somewhat short of previous expectations, rose 3 
percent and is expected to rise another 2 percent 
in 1961. In both 1959 and 1960, the two components 
of this category--office buildings and warehouses, 
and stores, restaurants, garages--have accounted 
for almost equal volumes of spending. In 1961, 
construction of office buildings and warehouses is 
expected to increase 10 percent as the office building 
boom makes itself strongly felt. The stores, res- 
taurants, and garages group, which barely exceeded 
its 1959 level in 1960, is expected to decline by 
about 5 percent. In office buildings, the drive for 
modern conveniences and for prestige associated 
with new ultramodern office buildings (centered 
mainly in New York City, but spreading through- 
out the country) is resulting in some building 
ventures that appear to be somewhat speculative 
in nature. In the stores category, the shopping 
center building program appears to be more con- 
servatively inspired, the large retail chains in- 
creasingly providing the leadership for activity in 
this field. A slowdown in residential construction 
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tends to inhibit, although belatedly, light com. 
mercial construction. 

The construction of other residential buildings 
in the private sector has contributed strongly to 
keeping 1960 expenditures close to 1959 peak levels, 
The net 11 percent gain in 1960 for the five cate. 
gories involved reflects only a minor gain for hos- 
pital outlays (barely 1 percent) but involves sub- 
stantial 10, 12 and 23 percent upward movements 
over 1959 in the religious, educational, as well ag 
the social and recreational categories, respec- 
tively. 

Outlays in the religious category, reaching the 
$1-billion level for the first time in 1960 will likely 
taper off the rate of gain in this category, which 
will increase in 1961 only 3 percent. Similarly, 
in the social and recreational category, the 4-per- 
cent rise foreseen reflects a strong carryover of 
work from projects already underway at the be- 
ginning of 1961 but implies probable declines in new 
starts due to the present lower levels of home- 
building. 

Private educational construction has recovered 
from its 1959 drop and in 1961 will undoubtedly 
continue the 1960 gain. Both new college facilities 
and private elementary school buildings are in- 
volved in the optimistic picture for this group. 


In the hospital category, the somewhat delayed 
effect of increased levels of Hill-Burton Federal 
aid funds now promises a sizeable spurt in 196l 
spending as a forerunner of further gains in suc- 
ceeding years. 

Despite the general trend towards fewer farms, 
the farm income situation points to the mainte- 
nance of 1960 levels of expenditures for both new 
farm residential and service buildings. 

Public utility construction outlays, strongly re- 
lated to the long-term demands of the economy, 
seem destined to pass the $5-billion mark in 196 
and promise to gain even further in 1961. How- 
ever, the various types of construction involve 
show mixed patterns. Railroad outlays should 
continue between the $250 and $300 million range 
of the last few years. Telephoneand telegraph con- 
struction expenditures in 1960 appeared to be ap- 
proaching a record high of $1.1 billion, barely ex- 
ceeding the almost identical 1956 and 1957 levels. 
However, 1961 promises a slight cutback in present 
programs. Because of the currently adequate 
power supply, electric light and power construction 
has stabilized at slightly above $2 billion. bh 
sharp contrast is the situation in gas industry con- 
struction. The modest 1960 gain of 6 percent ac- 
tually represented a sharp cut-back in previous 
expansion plans, but during 1959 more miles o 
new proposed pipelines for the transmission 0 
gas was approved by the Federal Power Commis- 
sion than in any previous year. It is expected, 
therefore, that 1961 construction expenditures for 
gas will achieve the $2 billion mark, $300 millio 
over 1960. The anticipated gain is exceeded in the 
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Table 1.—New Construction Put in Place in the United States 1959, 1960 and Outlook for 1961 


Type of construction 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION. ..... 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 
New dwelling units 
Additions and alterations 
Nonhousekeeping 
Nonresidential buildings (nonfarm)... .. 
Industrial 
Commercial 
Office buildings and warehouses 
Stores, restaurants and garages 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Religious 
Educational .occccscccccecces 
Hospital and institutional. 
Social and recreational 
Miscellaneous 
Farm construction 
Public utilities 
Railroad 
Telephone and telegraph 
Electric light and power 
GOS . cccccccccccccccce coccccces 
Other public utilities 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION............ 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Industrial 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Military facilities 
Highways.....AX.ceeeee 
Sewer and water systems 
Sewer . 
Water. .cccccccccccccccce ve eeeeee 
Public service enterprises 
Conservation and development 
All other public 


Bureau of the Census Statistics except where otherwise indicated. 


mates, Nov.-Dec. 3 BDSA estimates. 
will present corrected statistics for farm construction. 


Percent change 


1959-60 
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2 Bureau of the Census Statistics, Jan.-Oct.; BDSA esti- 


4 Based on data to be shown in a forthcoming Bureau of the Census release. They 
> BDSA estimates, based on the most recent available preliminary infor- 


mation. These differ from already published Bureau of the Census statistics, which are derived from earlier information. The Bu- 
teau of the Census will revise their statistics in 1961 in accordance with final data. 


private sector only by the $450 million rise ex- 
pected for new dwelling units, and matches the gain 
foreseen for highway expenditures. 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 


The steady annual rises in recent years in 
public construction expenditures appears to have 
been halted in 1960, although a closing strong 
finish in a number of categories should bring the 
total to $16.2 billion, $150 million below 1959. The 
outlook for 1961 is for a $850 million, or a 5 per- 
cent gain. The outlays for both 1960and 1961 rep- 
resent some significant developments: First, the 


sharp falling off of spending for residential con- 
struction from the 1959 billion dollar peak; second, 
the sustained gains almost certain to continue in 
educational construction; and third, the resumption 
of gains for highway construction in 1961, which 
decreased in 1960. 


Highway construction promises to increase $300 
million over 1960, matching the $6 billion record 
total of 1959. The drop in 1960 construction fol- 
lows the $400 million advance in 1959 which was 
related to antirecession moves in 1959, when a 
step-up of spending resulted from the Federal Aid 
Highway Act of 1958. Prospects in 1961 are 





strongly influenced by the fact that less funds need 
to be allocated for right-of-way purposes, thereby 
making more funds available for construction. 


Public educational building outlays in 1960 are 
rising by almost $225 million to approximate the 
1958 peak level of $2,875 million. A similar move- 
ment is expected in 1960, bringing expenditures 
to over the $3 billion mark for the first time. The 
present favorable situation for the financing of 
public educational facilities by State and local gov- 
ernments follows mounting voter approval of bond 
issues, a reversal of community attitudes of some 
years ago. Shifts in the population to suburban 
areas have created acute shortages of classroom 
space. It is inthese areas that the construction pace 
is steadily mounting. 


Public housing starts in 1961 are expected to 
number about 50,000, compared to 45,000 units in 
1960. Expenditures, however, which spurted al- 
most to the billion dollar mark in 1959 dropped 
off by 25 percent in 1960, a greater drop than in 
any other construction category, despite the fact 
that starts for 1960 may exceed 1959 by about one- 
fifth. This disparity between annual expenditures 
and starts is due toan extremely low level of starts 
in the first half ofthe year. The Capehart (military) 
housing program which was at its height in 1958, 
when 35,000 starts were made, dropped to 15,000 
units in 1959, and the 1960 starts are heading for 
a 10,000 total. The downward trend will continue 
to affect public housing outlays adversely because 
a further reduction in new Capehart units is fore- 
seen in 1961. The Federally-aided public housing 
program will show new strength because late 1960 
activity will result in a large carryover of work 
into 1961. It is expected that the New York City 
Housing Authority program and Public Housing 
Administration sponsored starts in 1961 will amount 
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to 40,000 units, in contrast with about 32,000 units 
in 1960. 

Military facilities expenditures in 1961 will con- 
tinue to be influenced by increasing requirements 
of the heavy ballistics missiles program. This 
increase will be offset by some decline in the 
regular military. building programs. As a result, 
total expenditures will probably approximate 1960 
levels. 

Other construction categories for which sub- 
stantial Federal funds are appropriated will show 
increases on top of those recorded for 1960. The 
group with the largest anticipated percent in- 
crease in 1961—administration and service build- 
ings--is strongly influenced by a “breakthrough” 
program which represents the largest Federal pro- 
gram for building office space on record. This 
nationwide program is designed to relieve a 
critical shortage of Federal office space that has 
been prevalent since World War II. 

Spending for conservation and development proj- 
ects in 1961 will almost double the 1959 rate of 
$700 million and represent the sixth consecutive 
annual increase. New projects, as well as existing 
large continuing projects, lend strength to this 
category. 

Sewer construction will probably decline in 1961 
as in 1960 due to the effect of new smaller projects 
which have replaced the larger projects of recent 
years. On the other hand the construction of water 
facilities will continue to rise in response to grow- 
ing industrial and community needs. 

All types of construction except sewer which are 
financed predominately by State and local govern- 
ment will ascend in 1961, both building and non- 
building categories gaining. Rising revenues, a 
more favorable financial market, and a pressing 
backlog of needs provide the framework for ex- 
panded efforts in construction. 
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STATISTICAL SERIES 


Part A.—Construction Put in Place 


NOTE: The monthly estimates in Part A are determined primarily by past contract award movements, standard progress patterns, and 
assumed normal seasonal movements. Except when special surveys are undertaken, as was done during the 1959 steel strike, they do 
not reflect the effects of varying numbers of working days in given months, nor of special conditions influencing the volume of activ- 
ity in any given month, such as unusual weather, materials shortages, overtime, work stoppages, and delays. 


Table A-1.-New Construction Put in Place in the United States: Current Value and Relative Changes, by Type of Construction 


Value (i# millions of dollars) Percent change 


np 1959 First 10 months Seasonally 5 Oct. 1960 from 


Type of construction Sep odjuneas 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION...... 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION......... 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 
New dwelling units 
Additions and alterations. 
Nonhousekeeping 
Nonresidential buildings ....... eee 
Industrial. ......000+ +0 
Commercial. ...ccccccccrecccce 
Office buildings and warehouses 
Stores, restaurants, and 
Other nonresidential buildings... 
Religious .....ccccccccceee 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional. ... 
Social and recreational. 
Miscellaneoys........ s+: ae 
Farm Construction ...c.seeeeseseees 
Public utilities... ...00 eeoeeeeees 
Telephone and:telegraph...... . 
Other public utilities... 
All other private......seeesesceees 
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PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION. 
Residential buildings........... eee 
Nonresidential buildings.... . 
Industrial, ...ccccccoccccccccces 
Hospital and institutional....... 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings.... 
Military facilities... 
ETS. cccwccccrcscepeccececese 
Sewer and water facilities. 
nk dbckveddseunese eee cee 
Public service enterprises.......... 
Conservation and development....... 
All other public... ....eeeeseee sacs 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. | Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. Revised. 
(9) 
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Table A-2.—New Construction Put in Place in the United States: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rates in Current 
and Constant* Dollars 


(Millions of dollars ) 


New construction put in place** Private 


Residential Nonresidential 
Public ; buildings buildings 
(nonfarm) Total 


35, 334 7,611 6, 007 
34, 681 8,817 6, 594 
34, 944 9, 556 6, 805 
35, 418 8,675 6, 046 
39, 838 8, 859 5,974 


Seasonally adjusted annual rates 


October 38,544] 39,804) 27,624 24,507| 17,700} 8,868 
November.... 38,136] 39,622) 27,492 24,016] 17,316 9,036 
December.... 38,892} 40,058] 27,684 23, 901 17,220} 9,372 
January 38, 376 39, 864 27, 564 23, 244 16, 728 9, 720 
February 38,388} 39,720} 27,240 22,536] 16,104} 10,224 
38,100} 39,288] 27,012 22,392] 16,056] 10,032 
37,746| 38,768] 26,538 21,930] 15,697 9, 948 
38,736 | 38,993] 26,652 22,180] 15,820) 9,828 
38,527| 39,207| 26,781 22,362] 15,939] 9,754 
38,693 |, 39, 160 26, 742 22,308| 15,923| 9,821 
*38,740| °38,813| ‘26,525 *21,783| 15,581] 9,962 
September... * 38, 437 “et | * 26,535 *21,717| *15,556| 10,173 | * 6,743 
October. ....| 54,982| 38,301 | 38,284| 26,148 20,918} 14,995] 10,313 6, 850 


Percent change 


October 1959-60 +1 -4 ~ +12 + ll =f +16 +15 
First 10 mos. 1959-60 -2 -2 - ~ 4 - 5 ~-1l +14 +12 





Private construction—Con. 
Nonresidential buildings—Con. 
Farm con- 
Office buildings| Stores, restau- Other nonresi- struction 
and warehouses | rants, garages | dential buildings 


Public utilities 


stant 


1, 261 
Seasonally adjusted annual rates 
ae 


: October 1, 896 1,980 | 1,308] 2,784| 1,836| 1,329 
November.. .... 1,896| 1,284) 1,992] 1,320] 2,832] 1,896] 1,326 
December 1,968} 1,320] 2,052] 1,356] 2,904] 1,896| 1,325 
January 1,764} 2,040] 1,368] 2,100] 1,380| 3,024] 2,016) 1,344 
February 1,896} 2,064] 1,380] 2,292] 1,500] 3,120] 2,040) 1,368) 1,020 
a eee x 1,920} 2,028] 1,356] 2,088] 1,368} 3,144] 2,064] 1,356] 1,008 

1,908} 2,004] 1,332] 2,052] 1,344} 3,120] 2,040) 1,370) 1,013 
1,908} 1,992] 1,332] 1,968] 1,284] 3,108] 2,052] 1,405] 1,040 
1,922} 2,014] 1,334] 1,867| 1,220} 3,085] 2,017| 1,428] 1,056 
1,978| 2,068| 1,369] 1,802] 1,170} 3,083| 2,002] 1,392| ‘1,024 
2,023| 2,069] 1,379] 1,853] 1,203] 3,106] 2,015] * 1,393) ‘1,024 
2,097} 2,087| 1,391] 1,949] 51,257] 3,096 | 1,998] “1,441 | ‘1,061 
2,142| 2,129] 1,419] 2,004] 1,293] 3,096] 1,996] 1,376} 1,006). 5,373) 3, 124 


October 1959-60 +40 +41 +12 +11 
First 10 mos. 1959-60.. + 38 + 38 + 5 + 2 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table A-2.-New Construction Put in Place in the United States: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rates in Current 
and Constant* Dollars—Con. 
(Millions of dollars) 


Public construction 
Nonresidential buildings 


Residential 
buildings Total Bdecacicnal Hospital and Other nonresi- 
institutional | dential buildings 
Current Current Cc peice e- Cc Cc a 
urren stant urren stant urrent stant urrent stant urrent urrent 


733 
767 
855 
980 
1, 062 


> October 7 396 936 
November , 372 | 240 912 
December ’ 396 | 252] 1,008 
January q 408 264 948 
February ‘ 432 288 1,044 

372 240 984 
384 252 1, 080 
408 276 | 1,068 
4144 271] 1,099 
403 262 | *1,132 
396 257 | * 1,123 
September , *408 | * 263) *1,140 
October i 394 254 1, 160 


October 1959-60 
First 10 mos. 1959-60. 





Public Conservation 
an service and 
facilities enterprises development 


Military 


. Con- Con- ° Con- 
Current stant 


: September 


November 
December 


PP PPPLP LPS 


“vyv»M 
- ov 

oan 
R&S 


September 
October 


Percent change 


October 1959-60 +13 +17 +12 + 25 + 25 +19 
First 10 mos. 1959-60. - 5 + 8 +4 +18 +18 + 8 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. *1947-49 dollars. _**Includes values for the “all other” categories, not 
shown separately on this table. See table A-1. 1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. “Revised, 
NOTE: Values for 1955-1958, shown in italics, are not comparable with later data. 
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Table A-3.—New Public Construction Put in Place in the United States: Value, by Source and Type of Funds, and by Ownership 
(Millions of dollars) 


Source of funds [Ownership | Federally owned 
Period Tol |____Federal = Residen- | yiticary 


: Grants- Federal tial ae 


8, 947 
9, 984 
11,026 
11, 993 
12, 415 


October 
November... 
December... 
January 


September... 


Percent change 


October 1959-60.... +12 +2 +6 - 3 +19 
First 10 mos. 1959-60 - 3 -11 -9 -13 + 3 


Federally owned—Con. 


Nonresidential buildings Octobe 


Pret Conserva- First 1( 
Period minis- : . d 
- Educa- Hospital trative Highways ae Source 
: nonres- 
tional - idential ment NOTE: 
22 


: October 
November... 
December... 

: January 
February.... 


os 


VEVAVU YAY HHS LYUYARA 
NM Omw BHYRAL S&S Sw SH 


User <weerns 


Percent change 


October 1959-60. .. 3 = 9 +100 «i? + 9 +6 +21 
First 10 mos. 1959-60 3 +14 + 70 - 2 - 13 +1 + 8 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table A-3.—New Public Construction Put in Place in the United States: Value, by Source and Type of Funds, 
and by Ownership—Con. 
(Millions of dollars) 


State and locally owned 
Nonresidential buildings 


Residen- Adminis- Oth High- Sewer Water All 
; er 
tial Educa- trative ways systems | systems other 


buildings tional and 
service 


nonresi- 
dential 


Hospitals 


: October 
November... 
December... 

: January 
February .... 


September... 
October 


Percent change 


October 1959-60..... +9 +22 + 22 +3 + 32 + 26 +11 + 16 +22 
First 10 mos. 1959-60. . ~12 + 2 * 3 -9 + 5 “3 - 4 + 7 + 8 


Source Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. ' Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
NOTE: Beginning with January 1959 data include estimates for the -value of new construction put in place in Alaska and Hawaii. 


COMPOSITION OF REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 


NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH 


1. New England 3. E. N. Central 4. W. N. Central . S. Atlantic 6. E. S. Central 
Connecticut Lllinois Iowa Delaware Alabama 
Maine Indian’ Kansas Dist. of Col. Kentucky 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland 
Vermont North Dakota N. Carolina . W. S. Central 
South Dakota S. Carolina Arkansas 
. Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana 
New Jersey W. Virginia Oklahoma 
New York Texas . Pacific 
Pennsylvania Alaska 
California 
Hawaii 
Oregon 
Washington 





Part B.— Housing 


NOTE: The statistics shown in italics in this section relate to the “old” housing starts series which was terminated with April 1960 
data. The “new” series overlaps the “old” one for the period January 1959-April 1960. 

A description of the “new” series and a statement regarding conceptual, coverage, and methodological changes which affect the 
comparability of the two series appears in CONSTRUCTION REVIEW, June 1960, pp. 4-10. 


Table B-1.—Housing Starts in the United States: Number and Percentage Distribution, by Ownership and Type of Structure 


Ownership Type of structure Seasonally 


Total : adjusted annual rate, 
Private otentty Senate private 
Total family estaed 


O54 eases ; Number of units (in thousands) 


1,118.1 
1,041.9 
1, 209.4 
1, 378.5 


1,553.5 


™~ 
wv 
- 
a“ 


Septem 
First 9 


ROOK NINH ww wowmwna 
PPP ey Rwy aay 
= BRRAONDWOUWOAWOY 


L 
2. 
3. 
1. 
2. 
5. 
3. 
4. 
5. 


Percent change 


September 1959-60 
First 9 mos. 1959-60 


Old series 


x 


AYNNINYNAOORNADKD Ww 
yee 
ZR2e2 
PyeDmeolPon 
NWACONSSO uw 


SCyrytye® 


NOWADDOeK BR BR IWOWONO oo 


~—*- 


YYPRNE we, 


ERRRIBRAIBS 


‘oo 
SESERGSSSRESE BR 
YE YY RR Rw Rwy 


Awniovwoanuvu 

4 
\wovo ovo 0 0 00 00 
manawWwOor RwWwWYUUAINNIA w 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. * For seasonally adjusted annual rates pertaining to the ‘‘old’’ housing 
starts series, 1948-60 by month, see table B-2 in CONSTRUCTION REVIEW, June 1960. n.a. Not yet available. 1 First 8 months 
1959-60. * Revised. 


(14) 
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Table B-2: Housing Starts in the United States: Number and Percentage Distribution, by Location 


| Metropolitan area* area | Metropolitan area* Region ** 
Total 
Nesthoast ia 


Number of units (in thousands) 


Old series 


New series 


Be ikcnbterancens 
1959: September 


wv 


nN 
w 


COPRODRKUNKFNO KA ~ 


November 


: January 
February 


LP ONWN & BUY CO 
oxo oe ADAn 
BASSSSRASISSS 
MAUI WWANYVUONNHD /O 
MR NAN KE NYUWU eS eo 
NAANNANN DOR Hw 


n. a 
Percent change 


September 1959-60... . — 26. - 26.6 - 25.2 
First 9 mos. 1959-60.. - 18. - 18.7 - 17.4 


Percentage distribution 


Old series 


November 
December 


aaRYN YANK RK NID BW 
eR WN RE RP WBNOKR Ww 


KVYMNNO ANOUWHN NS 
NNOOQAr FY ODOK > = 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. *Beginning with 1959 data, distribution is based upon the revised defini- 
tions of standard metropolitan statistical areas published in 1959 by the Bureau of the Budget in Stenderd Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas. | **Composition of regions is shown below Table A-3. —n.a.—Not yet available. 1 First 8 months 1959-60. _—* Revised. 
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Table B-3: New Private 1-Family Houses Started: Average Construction Cost _ 


vw [om [rw [me [ows] me [om [ome [ow Tow [ow [om [om 


nantes AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST + 

1950..20+++++ | $7,625 | $7,850| $8,225 | $8,450) $8, 450 $8,875 | $9,125) $8,900 | $9,200 | $9,075 | $9, 200 195 
9, 100 9, 250 9, 175 9,325 | 9,475 9, 400 9, 300 9,450 | 9, 225 9, 250 9, 125 195 
9, 050 9, 275 9, 350 9,550 | 9, 575 9, 500 9, 425 9,600 | 9, 525 9, 550 9, $25 195 
9, 400 9, 600 9,800 | 10,000 | 9,900 10,125 | 10,175} 10, 200 | 10, 175 9,975 | 10,000 195 
9, 750 9,800 | 10,075 | 10,600 | 10, 850 10, 850 | 10,750) 10,675 | 10,800 | 10,850 | 11,075 195 

10,575 | 11,125 | 11,250 11, 250 | 11,400 11,475 | 11,425 | 11,525 | 11,575 | 11,575 | 11,625 

11, 325 | 11,750 | 12,150} 12, 275 | 12, 300 12,375 | 12,275 | 12,325 | 12,425 | 12,675 | 12, 350 195 

12,600 | 12,800 | 12,950 | 13,025 | 13, 250 13,050 | 12,925 | 13,075 | 13,375 | 13,000 | 12,925 

12,775 | 12,875 | 13,000 | 13, 100 | 13, 150 13,025 | 12,550) 12,925 | 13,125 | 12,925 | 12, 800 

12,450 | 12,300 | 13,250 | 13,650 | 13, 750 13, 550 | 13,600} 13,700 | 13,800 | 13,700 | 13, 450 1961 

13,600 | 13,650 | 13,975 | 13, 850 


New series 


1959...+++++| 12,473 | 12,447 | 13,219 | 13,580 | 13,723 13,578 | 13,332 13,876 | 13,484 | 13,070 
1960 ....+++++| 12,991 | 13,094 | 13,798 | 14,010 | 14,008 F 13,571 | 13, 299 


Percent change, 1959 to 1960 


eae 7 1 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Note: The new series on average construction costs of new 1-family houses 


is derived in the same way as the old series, and reflects only the new level of 1-family houses started. = 
1 
r a ten 
panenn 8. New Housing Units = 
In Thousands the 
are 
Number of Units Started 
in the United States 
NORTH CENTRAL 
P00, a, 
v “Peoneennenet®® 
1955 
195¢ 
1957 
1958 
1955 
195¢ 
Number of Units Authorized 
by Building Permits and Public Housing Contract Awards 
in 3,014 Permit-Issuing Places 
196( 
Se  @* ‘a 
NORTHEAST 
NORTH CENTRAL Auge 
12m 
Au, 
Sour 


Source: Department of Commerce. C.D. 60-10-V_j]f of le 
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Table B-4: Housing Under Government Mortgage Insurance Programs 


. - - - Number of starts in FHA and 
Period Applica- | First Mortgages | Appraisal | First VA programs as a percent®* of 
tions | | inspection | insured* | requests | inspection private nonfarm starts 
received (starts) (starts) 


Number of dwelling units (in thousands) 


1959: September 
COME ccs ve 
November. 


1960: January 
February 


MN UNDYUARRAUNDOO Nw 


September. .... 


September 1959-60. .. 
12 mos. ending Sep- 
tember 1959-60 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Housing and Home Finance Agency (FHA) and 
the Veterans Administration. * Excludes units under military and armed services programs. ** Percentages shown in italics 
are based on private nonfarm housing starts, “old series.” t Revised. 


Table B-5: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings of $20,000 or Less: Number and Value by Type of Lender 
(Excludes Alaska and Hawaii) 


Total amount (in millions of dollars) recorded by— 
Number Average Savings 
(in thou- amount All and loan | Insurance | Commer- 
sands) (dollars) lenders associa- | companies | cial banks 
tions 


Mutual 


savings Individ- | All other 


uals lenders 


28, 484 5, 265 
27, 088 4,917 
24, 244 4, 307 
27, 388 5, 133 
32, 235 6, 060 


: August .. 2,871 522 
September ..... 2, 834 521 
2, 799 522 

2) 442 478 

2, 487 497 

2,079 427 

2,149 417 

2, 406 467 

2, 366 452 

474 

503 

491 

537 


Percent change 


August 1959-60 ¢*) - 20 
12 mos. ending 
August 1959-60 -4 -21 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. ! Change 
of less than one-half of 1 percent. 





Period 


October 
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Table B-6: Publicly Owned Housing Starts, by Ownership and Program 


Federally owned State and locally owned 
All Federally aided (PHA) | New York City 


Housing Au- 


public Total Capehart All Total thority (ex- 
programs P other Total i i cluding Fed- 


erally aided) 


Number of units 


November .... 
December .... 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 


Period 


April 1950. 


3rd quarter: 1955.... 
i. eee 

1957... 

1958 .... 

1959: 3rd quarter.... 
4th quarter .... 

1960: Ist quarter.... 
2nd quarter.... 

3rd quarter... .. 


Table B-7.—Housing Vacancy Rates for the United States,! by Region? and Metropolitan? Areas 


(Percent distribution) 


All dwelling units Home-owner units 


Vacaat dwelling units 
: Renter Owner 
Available Other4 . : 
or : 
For For sold dwelling rented sold 
rent sale 


units 


United States 


~ 
an 
— 
~ wu 
‘+ as 
‘© 


SNNINIAARARYUAAWYA 
Yi RRR UAYUDAN 
NnNrF Or K OO 


NNN NNN NES 
CORR ANONDH 
RNNNRAARANY 
SPH RDKVAWAW A 
oOomwmuvuorwowr- 
NNNAADYYY unr 
DAwrnw RADNO 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table B-7.—Housing Vacancy Rates for the United States, ! by Region? and Metropolitan? Areas—Con. 


(Percent distribution) 


Vacant dwelling units 


Period Available i Renter 


Total | for occupancy att sa 


rented 


April 1950 
3rd quarter: 1955.... 
1956... 
1957 wi 
195 ess 
1959: 5rd quarter .... 
4th quarter .... 
1960: Ist quarter.... 
2nd quarter.... 
3rd quarter.... 


~ 
A) 
a 


= tt 
a ss ye ss ee 
Oo CBUY wwe 
RY & RY AUY DR & 
RDANANNAHRHA 
Ww RONYRAWN Ww 
LR RWwYwww ure 


Arm mRANARWO 
BRARAUHRANO 


~ 


April 1950 
3rd quarter: 1955.... 
1956.... 
1957... 
1958+ +++ 
1959: 3rd quarter.... 
4th quarter.... 
1960: Ist quarter.... 
2nd quarter.... 
3rd quarter.... 


~ 


PM NARL vr 
SCUNINIWN RO 


NN NNN DN Ne 

a... ae. S TS es lf 
SMVMVUANFKN WOW ~J 
ANDANWADW AU HS & 
. . . . + . . . e . 
VV. eR HRYVUYRUYUY 
YY RYYYY hw Ww 
- at ak of at et oe 
SoODrFOoVUVYVUUNHO 
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April 1950 
3rd quarter: 1955.... 
1956.... 
1957... 
1958... 
1959: 3rd quarter.... 
4th quarter.... 
1960: 1st quarter.... 
2nd quarter.... 
3rd quarter.... 


~ 


DODD DAAN Vw 
eager ?l a ¢ we 


ye? we poly be 
mK OONUWSO BU 
a a Se aS ae a eS 
WMBAAAUYUAYVUY 
a a ee eee ey 
> WU be om bm mm Um SO 
MNS NN AyY 
CON RK WAWNW A 
OYwowmonon~ 


\o 


April 1950 
3rd quarter: 1955.... 
1956.... 
1957 
1958.... 
1959: 3rd quarter.... 
4th quarter .... 
1960: Ist quarter.... 
2nd quarter.... 
3rd quarter .... 


~ 


SCOMMONNN Ye 
rere«etee © 8 we 


ON ARWAQAWO ~I 
Ave & & UU SI ~I Ww 
NO ww UU DA DO Ww 
oo @ C DW He 
SSSSS3SssEer 
DBONWBOUYUN BRA 
NAW AUS OO 


OrVYVOoOnwowWre oo 
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Ww RW Www NY DK Ww Ww NY 
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See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table B-7.—Housing Vacancy Rates for the United States,! by Region? and Metropolitan? Areas—Con. 
(Percent distribution) 


All dwelling units Home-owner units 


Vacant dwelling units 


Available i Renter Owner 
Total | for occupancy vacant occupied occupied 
For For dwelling _ oF or 


meni ond units rented sold 


| 


_ 
- 

~ 

“ 

~ 
\o 
oo 

. - 
No 


oovwooocrKw > 


3rd quarter. .... 
4th quarter 
: Ist quarter 
2nd quarter 
3rd quarter 


oaAVYUrK OWOnN eH 
Owe wowWwn~ 
NNrOOWUNYO 
BSESSSS=E 
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1959: 3rd quarter 
4th quarter 
1960: lst quarter 
2nd quarter 
3rd quarter 
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Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of Labor Statistics. | Data for 1960 include Alaska and Hawaii. However, due to the 
small number of vacant units in the two states, the inclusion has a negligible effect on the vacancy rates. Thus, the data shown 
for 1960 can be regarded as being entirely comparable with data for earlier periods. 2 Composition of regions is shown below 
table A-3. > Distribution is based upon the 168 standard metropolitan statistical areas as defined at the time of the 1950 Cen- 
sus. _ ‘Includes units held off the rental or sale market, dilapidated units, and seasonal units for all periods except that of 
April 1950 when data for units held off the market were included with those rented or sold. 5 Not available. 
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Part C-Building Permits 


See note at beginning of Part C in September 1960 issue for a description of the series now being presented. 


Table C-1.—Summary of Private Construction Authorized by Building Permits in 10,000* Permit-Issuing Places in the United States: 


Valuation (in millions of ecco Percent change 


Type of construction p 1960 | ques | Fits 8 months | hums 


All authorized construgtion** 

New housing units 

New nonresidential buildings 
Industrial buildings 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile buildings 
Religious buildings 
Residential garages 
All other nonresidential buildings. . 


Additions and alterations 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. *Estimated data for the entire universe of more than 10,000 permit-is- 
suing places is based upon monthly reports from about 3,500 permit-issuing places which account for more than 90 percent of total per 
mit-authorized construction. **Includes data for new nonhousekeeping residential buildings, not shown separately. tHouse- 
keeping only. ' Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 


Table C-2.-Authorized New Residential Construction in 10,000* Permit-Issuing Places in the United States: Valuation and 
Number, by Ownership and Type of Structure 


(Housekeeping units only) 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Number of housing units 


aan eae | First @ months | 1960 | 
type of structure August First 8 months August First 8 months 


All new housing units 1,023 1,094 i ‘ ‘ : 107,279 | 882,109 | 717,244 


Private (permit author- 
991] 1,058 , j ‘ . 106, 432 | 861,906 | 697,697 
829 . ’ ’ , 85, 394 | 670,585 | 533,097 


26 i b> 28, 632 
17 / ; p 21,038 | 191, 321 16, 138 
5-or-more family.... 119 19, 830 
Public (contract awards) 33 ; 5 847} 20,203 19, 547 


See footnotes to table C-1 above. 
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Table C-3.—Authorized New Residential Construction in 3,014 Permit-Issuing Places in the United States: Valuation and Number, 
by Region, Ownership and Type of Structure 
(Housekeeping units only) 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Number of units 
Owvership and [1950 T- augur [Fist moni | 1960 | augue |__Fust amt 


UNITED STATES 
All new housing units.. : ‘ 818, 856 656, 861 
Private (permit au- 


_—— 


801, 294 639, 158 

615,279 480, 937 

2-4 family m ji 1 l 41,911 

5-or-more-family : ‘ ‘ me 116, 310 
Public (contract 


awards) : ; ; ‘ Ss 17, 562 17, 703 


All new housing units... > ‘ ‘ . 148, 207 126, 849 
Private . , ; : ‘ 140,588 | 119, 116 
95,069 76, 588 

2-4-family 11, 047 
5-or-more-family > : ~~ 31, 481 
Public ‘i 2 . ® is 7,619 7, 733 


All new housing units. . . . ‘ ‘ 183, 282 140, 349 
Private 5 . : , 180, 935 136, 135 
152, 364 112, 374 

2-4 family ° ° . 8, 081 
5-or-more- family. ; \ \. a9 15, 680 
Public ‘ ; , : 2, 347 4,214 


All new housing units. = . 2 418. 5 Ay 961, 244, 537 190, 722 
Private ° 2,378.5] 1,923. 240, 023 186, 937 
l-family....... . 2,166.6 | 1, 753. 203,677 157,945 


2-4 family 1 . 7,989 
5-or - more-family — ( 6. d 3, 586 21, 003 


40.0 . 4,514 3, 785 


All new housing units..| 246. . ‘ 242, 828 
PrEVMte occ ccecees .| 246. ° 239, 748 


164, 167 

2-4 family. ..... 75, 581 
5-or-more-family.. | 37. : 

Public ‘ i ; ; 3,080 





Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. *Composition of regions is shown below table A-3. 
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Table C-4.—Private Construction Authorized by Building Permits in 3,014 Permit-Issuing Places in the United States: Valuation, 
by Region* and Type of Construction 


(Millions of dollars) 


Type of construction August change, 
July August 1959 1959 1960 | 1st 8 mos. 
1959-60 


United States 


All authorized private construction** 
New housing units 
New nonresidential buildings 
Industrial buildings 
Office buildjngs 
Services stations and repair garages 
Stores and other mercantile buildings 
Religious buildings 
Educational buildings 
Hospitals and other institutional buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Residential garages 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 


~12 
-18 
+4 


Not available 
85.7 771.6 
41.8 338.6 


Not available 


21.8 133.2 
Not available 


CO RHAWe WOO ~I~ 00 FO 
DADreOVivVVOVVvVnnode ANDY 
ANY RYURDODWANNARK DON 


All authorized private construction** 
New housing units f 
New nonresidential buildings 
Industrial buildings 
Office buildings 
Service stations and repair garages 
Stores and other mercantile buildings 
Religious buildings 
Educational buildings 
Hospitals and other institutional buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Residential garages 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 


Not available 
15.3 123.6 
9.9 69.6 


Not available 


3.5 


Not available 


URC HYUOUWUOWDWN HU 
wees eres ¢eedete 
MNOUWOrFrVYODKwWOOUOV 
CSCNWOO DK NURS UO 





477.3) 3,648.5 
304.6} 2,345.0 
117.0 853.9 
38.0 210.4 
14.6 93.8 
Not available 


19.5 923| 


All authorized private construction** 
New housing units t 
New nonresidential buildings 
Industrial buildings 
Office buildings 
Service stations and repair garages 
Stores and other mercantile buildings 
Religious buildings 
Educational buildings 
Hospitals and other institutional buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Residential garages 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and altérations 


a N 
SNwwn @ 


11.7 92.5 


— 
Go 


Not available 


- 
Oo 
et £eeeC.«¢ @ 
WwNN & OF VUON 


- 
S> 


13.31 76.31 


Not available 


38.4) 332.7 329. 


ws aeeewrere?e ef @ 
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See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table C-4.—Private Construction Authorized by Building Permits in 3,014 Permit-Issuing Places in the United States: Valuation, 
by Region* and Type of Construction—Con. 


(Millions of dollars) 


Type of construction August change, 
June July August 1959 1959 1960 1st 8 mos, 
1959-60 
South 


All authorized private construction** 473.3 396.4 432.0 463.9 | 3,824.8 |3, 322.3 -13 
New housing units ft 273.0 205.9 226. 1 291.3 | 2,378.5 |1,923.8 -19 
New nonresidential buildings 139.4 149.0 116.5 971.4 |1,030.6 

Indu strial buildings 17.6 22.6 129.4 125.0 
Office buildings 51.1 17.61 137.6! 196.6 
Service stations and repair garages 2. Not available 24.1 
Stores and other mercantile buildings 25. 28.8 288.9 243.6 
Religious buildings 10.9 106. 1 102.9 
Educational buildings 37.5 
Hospitals and other institutional buildings Not available 54.7 
Amusement buildings 39.3 
Residential garages 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 
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\o 
- 
“ 
. 
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Ww NR 
~ 
o 
a 
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” 
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19] 14.2 


Not available 
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All authorized private construction**® ............0+.5 00% 
New housing units} 
New nonresidential buildings 
Industrial buildings 
Office buildings 
Service stations and repair garages 
Stores and other mercantile buildings 
Religious buildings 
Educational buildings 
Hospita's and other institutional buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Residential garages 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 


~ 
we 
\o 


Not available 
aac i 193.3 
9.2 70.3 


Not available 


3.21 20.2 
Not available 


45.6 | 369.3 


wa ee 2 ec .  - - Ce 2 ee 
NMR OWFK UN ONWNUD 
aK w~SWauvwd Oe Ue wre 


> 
2 
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Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. * Composition of regions is shown below table A-3. ** Includes data for new 
nonhousekee ping residential buildings, not shown separately. t Housekeeping only. 1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 


Table C-5.—New Private Nonresidential Building Construction Authorized by Building Permits in 3,014 Permit-Issuing Places in 
the United States: Number for Selected Types of Buildings 


Type of building 


fadastrial buildings... .. 02.0200 csccccscccccsevescseccceses 
Office buildings 

Service stations and repair garages 

Stores and other mercantile buildings 
Religious buildings 

Educational buildings...............++- 
Hospitals and other institutional buildings 
Amusement buildings 

Residential garages 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table C-6.—Private Construction Authorized by Building Permits in 3,014 Permit-Issuing Places in the United States: 


Arkansas 
California 


Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 


New Hampshire 


New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 


South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 


Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Visconsin 
Wyoming 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 


ceeds 300 percent. 


Valuation, by State 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) 


mA Rew oan 
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1,737.9] 1,582.5] 1,734.2] 4,702.8 | 14,0526] 12,3702[ 0) 


13.0 
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1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 


Percent change 


- 16 
+148 
-5 
+14 
-2 


-17 
+ 6 
+ 48 
-33 
-13 


-11 
+62 
- 35 
-7 
-27 


+11 
-11 
-29 
-30 

-6 


+21 
+18 
-9 
+51 
+ 20 


-39 
-39 
+ 68 
+7 
-8 


+6 


- 10 


+4 
-10 
- 19 
+ 16 
+18 


lst 8 months 


1959-60 


-12 


-21 
+ 63 
of 


-4 


-22 
-17 
-16 
-14 
+23 


- 19 
-13 
+2 
+ 31 
-23 


-9 
- 28 
-10 
+2 
-14 


- 15 
- 23 
+10 
-10 
+17 


-49 
-13 
-6 
-14 
-22 


-19 
-ll 
-22 
-2 
-16 
+22 


2 Percent increase ex- 
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Table C-7.—Number of Housekeeping Units in Authorized* New Residential Construction in 3,014 Permit-Issuing Places 
in the United States, by State 


Number of eons units Percent change 
August First [_First 8 months months August lst 8 months 
959 pee 199-60 _| “19s 
88, 987 88, 141 99, 539 818, 855 656, 7" Atlan 


13,214 7,929 Balti 

148 239 Birmi 

16, 303 15, 016 Boats 

2,161 2,117 Buffa 

166, 676 135, 207 Chica 

Cleve 

Colorado ’ 11,513 11,141 Colun 
Connecticut ’ 12,815 10, 829 Denve 
Delaware 1,574 1, 846 . Detroi 
District of Columbia 574 1,211 Indian 
Florida ® 60, 273 48, 460 Los A 


Miami 

16, 533 14, 198 Milwa 

7,048 5,920 New 

1, 243 905 Philac 
40, 430 31, 567 


14, 038 10, 559 eo 


6,049 4,511 San F1 

; 6,014 4,038 Seattle 

Kentucky ' 6, 331 5,045 Vashir 
Louisiana ; 12,114 7, 762 

j 1, 102 968 Source 

Budget 
Maryland ‘ . 19, 824 15, 153 
Massachusetts 5 . 13,777 13,210 
Michigan : 4 26, 124 19, 480 
Minnesota , , 496 11, 299 8, 142 
Mississippi 2, 804 3, 459 


Missouri ‘ ; 18, 115 11, 786 
Montana 1,145 975 
Nebraska 3,816 3,695 
Nevada 2, 356 3, 456 
New Hampshire 1, 390 1,014 


New Jersey . i 28, 516 24, 073 ; 
New Mexico 5, 896 3, 542 _— 

66, 270 54, 769 
North Carolina 8, 681 7,117 
North Dakota ‘ 1,649 1,109 


Atlanta, 
Baltimo 
Birming 
40, 549 33, 535 Boston, 

6, 821 5, 484 Buffalo, 

6, 202 6, 219 Chicaga 

Pennsylvania ‘ J r ' 21,981 19, 320 Clevela 
Rhode Island 2,091 2, 499 Columb 
Denver, 

South Carolina c 2,805 1, 845 Detroit, 
South Dakota 1,271 860 Indiana 
12, 205 9, 975 Los Ang 

53, 050 38, 389 Miami, F 

5, 329 4, 330 Nilwauk: 


: New Y 
Vermont 266 167 Philadel 


Virginia ‘ ‘ . ; 24, 132 19, 336 Phoenix 
Washington ’ , ’ ’ 17, 787 10, 847 San Dies 
West Virginia 1, 441 1,096 San Fran 
Wisconsin ’ ’ ’ , 13, 928 11,055 Seattle, 

Wyoming 1, 182 1, 138 : 


Vashinge 


i ee 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. *In building permits and public housing contract awards. 1 Change Source: 
of less than one-half of 1 percent. in Stand 
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Table C-8.—Private Construction Authorized by Building Permits in Selected Permit-Issuing Places in Selected 
Metropolitan Areas* 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) 


Metropolitan area 1960 


Atlanta, Ga 

Baltimore, Md 

Birmingham, Ala 

Boston, Mass 

Buffalo, N. Y 

Chicago, Ill 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Columbus, Ohio 

Denver, Colo 

Detroit, Mich 

Indiana polis, Ind 

Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif. . 
Miami, Fla 

Milwaukee, Wis 

New York, N. Y 

Philadelphia, Pa 

Phoenix, Ariz. 

San Diego, Calif 

San Francisco-Oakland, Calif.. .. 
Seattle, Wash 


25. 13.3 
14, 
5. 
24. 
8. 
83. 
25. 
10. 
18. 
43. 
7. 
129. 
15. 
15. 
119, 
26. 
18. 
21, 
38. 
14, 
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~~ 
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wre DR ww 
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— ne 
— Bs 00 

HK RODARUAWURWWORPWINnoOOU 


131, 
18, 
16. 
90. 
40. 
18, 
26. 
49. 
15, 
38. 


17, 
12, 
82. 
34, 
24, 
33. 
48, 
a8 
33. 


41, 
14 
89. 
38. 
20. 
18, 
44, 
17. 
30. 
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4 
0 
7 
a 
3 
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5 
1 
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5 
7 
2 
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Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. *As defined in Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas, Bureau of the 
Budget, 1959. 
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Table C-9.—Number of Housekeeping Units in Authorized* New Residential Construction in Selected Permit-lssuing Places 
in Selected Metropolitan Areas** 


Number of housekeeping units 


1960 


Atlanta, Ga 822 925 1,129 1, 168 2, 080 1,201 909 813 
Baltimore, Md 701 396 880 652 627 576 611 454 
Birmingham, Ala 240 316 332 339 464 624 320 324 
Boston, Mass 765 1,091 532 868 807 893 882 833 
Buffalo, N. Y | 163 135 236 470 475 460 368 582 
Chicago, Ill 1,634 2, 325 3, 384 3,652 4,752 3, 531 3, 329 3, 166 
Cleveland, Ohio. 435 671 704 1, 316 1,295 1, 249 828 1, 863 
Columbus, Ohio 250 343 342 350 814 581 424 482 
Denver, Colo 866 746 1, 073 1, 130 1, 383 1, 066 1, 260 1, 386 
Detroit, Mich 770 1,270 1, 260 1, 593 1,674 1,596 1, 475 “1,407 
Indianapolis, Ind 204 270 355 587 522 479 556 163 
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif... 5,221 8, 543 7,932 7,351 8,151 5, 732 7, 437 
Viami, Fla, 847 ; 1, 086 1, 052 861 1,214 749 1,013 

i 300 738 1,144 982 607 599 692 
New York, N. Y ’ 4, 086 4, 350 5, 806 8, 650 4,964 6, 533 6, 575 
Philadelphia, Pa 1,093 1,989 1,968 1,985 1,676 1, 866 1, 383 
Phoenix, Ariz 1, 148 2,089 1, 328 1, 465 1,628 1,113 1, 448 
San Diego, Calif 1,978 2, 186 1,735 1,152 854 1, 139 902 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. .... 1, 763 2, 539 2,411 3,078 2,445 2,019 2, 780 
Seattle, Wash. 489 845 755 635 633 561 845 
Sainte Wil dcascseon ave seas 1, 092 1, 687 2,121 | 2,762 | 1,450 1,779 1,959 


sn ew 


Metropolitan area 








Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. *In building permits and public housing contract awards, **As defined 
in Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas, Bureau of the Budget, 1959. 
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Table C-10.—Private Construction Authorized by Building Permits in Selected Permit-Issuing Places in Selected Metropolitan 
Areas*: Valuation for the Current Year, by Type of Construction 


First 8 months (Millions of dollars) 


. . ; Atlanta, | Baltimore, | Birmingham, | Boston, | Buffalo, Chicago, | Cleveland, 
ype of construction Ga. Md. Ala. Mass. = 2 Ill. Ohio 


All authorized private construction ** ° 6 4. 207.7 
New housing units } ‘ R ; , ‘ ) 133.0 
New nonresidential buildings q b ° : , : 53.8 

Industrial buildings . . ° : : : 10,3 

Office buildings ° ° » 0 J ‘ 5.9 

Service stations and repair 
garages 

Stores and other mercantile 
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— 
= 
o 


Ww 


Religious buildings. .........- 

Educational buildings........- 

Hospitals and other inst. bldgs.. 

Amusement buildings... 

Residential garages . 

All other nonresidential bldgs .. 
Additions and alterations. ........ 
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Los 
Angeles- iami Milwaukee, 


Long Beach, Vis, 
Calif. 


All authorized private construction ** 
New housing units }. 
New nonresidential buildings 
Industrial buildings 
Office buildings 
Service stations, etc 
Stores, etc 
Religious buildings 
Educational buildings 
Hospitals, etc 
Amusement buildings 
Residential garages 
All other nonresidential bldgs... 
Additions and alterations 


— Pw 
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Philadel- i i Seattle, 
N.Y. phia, Pa. iz. if, if. Wash. 


All authorized private construction**. 

New housing units}.. 

New nonresidential buildings 
Industrial buildings..........- 
Office buildings 
Service stations, etc 
Stores, CC. ccccccecccceses ee 
Religious buildings 
Educational buildings 
Hospitals, etc 
Amusement buildings 
Residential garages 
All other nonresidential bldgs.. 

Additions and alterations......... . 
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Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. *As defined in Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas, Bureau of the 
Budget, 1959.  **Includes data on new nonhousekeeping residential buildings, not shown separately. 1 Less than $50, 000. 













Part D.—Contract Awards 


Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, Value, by Ownership and Type of Construction* 
(Millions of dollars) 


All public construction 


Federally owned 
Nonresidential buildings 

























. State : . 
Period Total Federally ead locally Residential 
owned emai buildings 


eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


eee eeeeeeeeseeesesee 


seer reser reese eeee 


eee ee eerste ee eeeseeee 


rs £ e 
— See OO 


see eee eee eeeeeeeeees 

































































pees cecenede oF 53.4 of .0 3.2 
September......... 150. 1 26.2 8 3 18.1 
CRU & ic ccececs 192.9 30.2 on 4.1 13.8 
November, ........ 170.0 3.3 9 0 5.0 
DOCGHOE 600 seve 193.8 2 wa 1.3 6.1 
’ 1960: January......seees 136.4 0 5 3.2 4.8 
FOUR sccscsccce 162.0 2 4 1.7 18.3 
Ks Match. coc ccc cccce 221.2 .0 4.1 1.0 70. 3 
pesuweeee wees 3 8 4.5 9 2.6 
0 9 2.3 6 5.5 
TD — JURR ccc ccccccccce 73 6 4.0 27.7 10.2 
em FU cv cvcccsccsces 4 .8 a 8.9 
LO © Augesteccces iF «a 1,2 6.7 
1 
8 Percent change, first 8 months 1959-60 
= 
. Federally owned—Con. 
3 
2.4 Conserva- 
3.7 otal development 
buildings housing 















EE eerrre er ee 54.1 58.5 
nc cccecceeroeneeowe 123.2 91.8 

esadevntaviaudades 0. 98.9 60.9 91.5 
8 Ae ee 196.7 89.3 95.5 
. Pivcasetieseiceanen 179.2 45.6 85.9 
79. 




































RIG 1959: August.....ccccces 46:4 7 1 21.6 7.1 
17.0 September ........ 0 0 3 8.6 9.1 
BR = October... woe $4 wl «2 4.6 5.0 
9§§ = November......... 2.0 “a 1.0 14.8 22.0 
608 | December......... 10.1 a 3.6 66.3 6.2 
17% 1960: January... .....0. 3.7 5.0 1.1 37.4 9.7 
400 February.......06 15.3 4.6 3 40.4 5.7 
i ae 7.2 6.4 6 34.5 16.1 
MR ssccnse ses 13.2 4.8 2.4 47.2 8.5 
rod Peo et cca 8.3 2.3 1.8 28.9 16.1 
= Ride eects 8.3 2.3 3.1 69.6 13.2 
adele, 5 4 6 3.1 10.8 

we 2.9 0 9 6.0 9.8 





Percent change, first 8 months 1959-60 


be a 


See footnotes at end of table. 
(29) 
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Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, Value, by Ownership and Type of Construction *—Con. 
(Millions of dollars) 


Sree aly ord 
Nonresidential buildings 


Hospital Administra- 
and tive and 
institutional service 


Electric All 
power other** 
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Percent change, first 8 months 1959-60 
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Percent change, first 8 months 1959-60 
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Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. * Includes major force-account projects started, principally by TVA and 
State highway departments. **Beginning with January 1958, includes missile launching facilities which were previously included 
under all other federally owned. 
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Contracts Awarded for Public Construction 


By Ownership 
Millions of Dollars 


2,000 


~ 
—= 
= a a 


STATE AND LOCAL 


* 


_ 
% 
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1958 1960 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 6C-10-G 











Table D-2.—Contract Awards: Highway Construction, Value, by Ownership, Source of Funds, and Type of Facility ” 
(Millions of dollars) 


All State owned 


highway Federally Federally aided projects | Independent state projects Locally 


euticn | ommed | Toral Total | Federal Toral ~~; 
r ction value funds value facilities 


2,992.0 
3, 303.5 
3, 916.6 
4, 584.8 
3, 804.7 


1959: August 294.1 
September 257. 8 
261.9 

November 303. 4 
December 237.8 
January 251.6 
311.6 

397.2 

456.7 

393.6 

437.9 

495.1 

424.9 
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Source: U.S. Departmea of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. *Includes force-account work started on Federal and State projects. 
**By municipalities and counties. 
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Table D-3: Contract Awards: Valve Reported by the F. W. Dodge Corporation 
(U. S. Summary, excluding Alaska and Hawaii) 















Dodge index 












Building Engineering of contract 

All con- awards, sea- 

struction sonally ad- 
justed 








a i Non- Total Public 


Value (in millions of dollars) 


(1947-49 =100) 










pane 36, 792 
Seinen 36, 633 
akee 36, 447 

anal 36, 420 

Sakti ee 36, 294 

re 36, 232 
Sains oei 35, 949 

Miss sion pans a3, 337 
items 35, 366 
eres: 35, 179 
rene 35, 119 
ret 35, 330 
eoccce 35, 391 






























Percent change, 12 months ending in— 


Cee al ool lool 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data published by the F. W. Dodge Corporation. 


September 1959-60.... 









Table D-4: Contract Awards: Value Reported by the Engineering News-Record 
(U. S. Summary, excluding Alaska and Hawaii) 


All con- Type of construction 


Period preening jomein Buildings Highways Sewer Water Unclassi- 












































1955 
contract . i 1956. 
: : Privat and fied and 
Value (in millions of dollars) 1959. 
nah ceneeesee oe 5, 335 9, 775 3,097 579 356 2, 570 
abel weadvkesewes 3,081 7, 791 3, 745, 556 369 2, 44 
sede nernctens 1,757] 9,199] 4,445] 619] 307 2,045 f 1959: 
Leah ieeneecurnen 2, 981 9, 992 3, 456 653 373 2, 824 
12 months ending in— 
1959: September...... 2, 662 9,539 4, 060 $48 372 2, 668 
ere 2, 711 9, 624 3, 815 646 372 2, 654 
November ...... 2, 888 9, 837 3,712 661 378 2, 691 
* December ...... 2,974 9, 888 3, 389 628 369 2, 758 1960: 
1960: January........ 2,970 9,795 3, 347 641 357 2, 759 
senanwe 3, 004 9, 820 3, 393 641 336 2, 762 
Pa eagha es 2, 743 9, 801 3, 425 639 318 2, 845 
ery 2, 883 10, 132 3, 534 625 375 2, 821 
Te behees ae 2, 854 9, 936 3, 562 605 363 2, 861 
vet seaxewe 2, 866 10, 390 3,517 607 382 3, 078 
enn aes 2,921 10, 414 3, 407 603 388 2,917 
seta eee 2, 899 10, 686 3, 473 587 385 2,937 
saiinaals 2,651| 10,854 3,679 585 414 2, 978 
Percent change, 12 months ending in— Augus 
September 1959-60. 7 ee ee ee 
Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data published by the Engineering News-Record. Data include oaly pm 





those projects with contract values above the following minimum sizes: Water supply, earthwork, and waterways—$44,000; other pub 
lic works—$73,000; industrial buildings—$93,000; other buildings—$344,000.  *Adjusted to 52 weeks. 1 Change of less than ont 
half of 1 percent. 






Part E.—Costs and Prices 


[ chort3. 


Construction Cost Indicators 


index (1947-49+100) index (1947-49100) 
190 190 


Hourly Earnings 


o 
of 
e enue 


' an" 
jas *mecnevensesenssneet* M945, 8 h200y, snnneenns 


Wholesale Prices 








1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 


Y/ DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 

4/ BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 60-10-U | 
: Sc engaaeeene cease a sa aia a a 


Table E-1.—Construction Cost Indexes 


(1947-49 =100) 
Depart- Monthly and quarterly component indexes 
ment of . ss 
j E 
Com- Associ- | E. H. Boeckh and Associates pny me. —_— — 
merce | American ated Public Gen: A. Coa- 
com- | Appraisal | General Apartments, | Commer- ; _ to de Fuller struc- 
posite Co. Contrac- hotels, and | cial and | Build- iam ai . ’ Co. tion 
cost tors office factory ing igh- Co. 


index* buildings | buildings wey 


Annual averages 


September. . 
October. ... 
November. . 
December.. 
January.... 
February... 


Os WOOK Owe NWWOO 


Percent change 


haunt 1959460 Me 


Sources as stated above. *%A composite of cost indexes, compiled by the Bureau of the Census, representative of the major types of 
Construction weighted by the current relative importance of each type. Other component indexes, available annually or semi-annually, 
ate included on an interpolative basis. |! Second quarter 1959-60. 

(33) 
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Table E-2.—Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Materials Used in Construction, by Selected Groups and Commodities 
(1947-49=100, unless otherwise noted) 


Lumber and wood products 
All 


Period construc- Plywood 
tion Selected 
. Douglas | Southern Group 
materials pine hardwoods foals Softwood | Hardwood 


Annual averages 


1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
Monthly indexes 1959 
1959: September... 8 5 . 4 96.6 89.1 
October..... .0 4 6 8 96.5 89.1 
November ... 6 9 5 3 94.5 85.3 1960 
December ... 9 9 4 9 97.2 90.4 
1960: January ‘2 7 1 6 98. 2 92. 2 
February... . .0 3 a +e 97.0 89.5 
. > 9 = o 95.9 86.5 
ss 7 a id 96. 1 86.9 
9 1 .8 . 95.7 85.9 
9 7 0 a2 95.5 85.5 
a 7 ee 0 95.5 85.5 
4 6 8 0 94.7 84.0 
September... 3 4 .0 5 95.9 86. 3 
Percent change Sept 
September 1959-60. 
Building paper and board Metals and metal products 
Sa iis Prepared Selected finished steel products 
roup | Insulation ard- int : 
index board board** pa’ Structural | Reinforc- oo rH Wire nails, 
shapes ing bars ouhen aan 8d common ait 
195! 
8 151.9 19% 
7 165.3 B 195) 
; 1 177.9 195 
3 .8 182.2 195: 
3 .0 182.2 F jos 
1959: September... Ss .0 182.2 
October > .0 182.2 
November ... .3 .0 182.2 
December ... 3 0 182.2 196 
1960: January io .0 182.2 
February.... 3 .0 182.2 
3 .0 182.2 
3 .0 182.2 
3 .0 182. 2 
fs .0 174.9 
4 .0 174.9 
4 174.9 
September ... 4 174.9 
Percent change Sep 
September 1959-60.. 0 See 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table E-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Materials Used in Construction, by Selected Groups and Commodities—Con. 
(1947-49=100, unless otherwise noted) 


Metals and metal products—Con. 


Selected nonferrous metal products | Builders’ hardware | hardware Plumbing fixtures and brass fittings 


Building | Nonmetallic Que Enameled | Vitreous 
wire, type | sheathed Butts | i, pe iron i 
RH-RW fixtures 


inwVenn an | 
= NNO 


. September... 
October 
November ... 
December ... 


UUWANHODONROO 


Percent change 


Stember 195940. [a J 


Freer nr nr nr eoemowwwwou! 


Machinery and 
motive products 


2 


Cite | Roofinges Fans and 


blowers, 
heaters, i Corrugated except 
domestic aluminum portable 


120.8 149.0 
128.3 166.0 
138.3 
139.3 
139.5 


139.7 
1400 
140.0 
140.0 
140.0 
140.0 
140.0 
140. 0 
139.9 
139.9 
140, 3 
140, 3 
140.3 


penne [ol | ee 


See footnotes at end of table. 


1959: September... 
October 
November ... 
December ... 

: January 
February.... 
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DO DDARDBAUNNDAN NOE 
ee 
RESSSSSSSRRRK R? 
mR LBODODOOOO BWKWLY WU 
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Table E-2: indexes of Wholesale Prices of Materials Used in Construction, by Selected Groups and Commodities—Con. 


: September 
October 
November 
December 
January 


; September 
October 
November 
December 
JORMA. 2 cccccs soccee 
February 


September 1959-60 


See footnotes at end of table. 


(1947-49=100 unless otherwise noted) 


Nonmetallic minerals—structural 


Fat ds Coan pole 


- Group | Building —— 
index block 


Wwwwwooonrncececocsod 
— COO COW W WWW WwW Ww 
RR NM NNNN N&R eee 
ear evegcgec#wetarevwvwers 
mw wUworYURwWwnr 


Percent change 


Nonmetallic minerals—structural—Con. 


Structural clay products Gypsum products 


Group | Bu ilding Clay Group Plaster, 


ol 
oll 
1 
ol 
1 
l 
of 
i 
i 
ol 
a 
2 
oe 
Ys 
2 


unt @¢eweatecreeeecrtee¢ Vee Se 
cCcwoOWDh ea wWwDwmDwmDwowowon 
DDNHAAHRARARAAAH 


7. € 4 
NN pn 


Percent change 


Tel feo] 4 





NOV 


1960 


,s 68 fs. ss sa” 2” hu? ae 


wvVvyvii Awa rw eB oocococscs 


a Oo. a. - a a 
ARARARARAAOOo Sf ownn 


Tnanaanan 
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Table E-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Materials Used in Construction, by Selected Groups and Commodities—Con. 
(1947-49 =100, unless otherwise noted) 


Nonmetallic minerals—structurtal—Con. Furniture and other household durables 


Selected miscellaneous commodities Kitchen Asphal 
sphalt 


cabinets, Linoleum, 
Insulation Asbestos metal, base inlaid — 


° cement 
materials shingles only 


8 


November 
December 
p January. .ccccccccces ° 


of 
1 
ol 
3 
9 
6 
of 
wt 
7 
8 
8 
8 
8 
-8 
8 


Percent change 


7 . . . . a6 . *e . ° ee «6 ee 
UAYUUAYUYUYUYUYS ANDWWUYU 


ovvrervwnivowowovwwovwv 
aoanmmowwwwrooco 


. a © ££ £ 2 26 ea 
ONNNN Www VO Oo 

. x eer a2 en Gf 2 eC ee SO 
NNNNNNNWWYUYVUYuY 


_ 
~ 
SY 
\o 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. *Includes items not shown separately. **Introduced Jan. 1958. Jan. 
1958=100. ‘Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. Revised. 


Tables E-3 and E-4, Union Hourly Wage Scales for Selected Building Trades, ate shown quarterly in the March, June, September, and 
December issues. 
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Table E-5: Union Hourly Wage Scales! for Selected Building Trades in 100 Cities 
(As of July 1, 1960) 


ALL PLACES: 
Estimated average rate.......... 
Range in rate levels 


Cents-per-bour increase, 
Apr. 1, 1960—July 1, 1960 


Albuquerque, N. Mex. ............ 
BN SIRE: enstosnersisesicninenrconee 
Baltimore, Md. ..............:0:0000++ 
Birmingham, Ala. .................0+. 
Boise, Idaho 

Boston, Mass. ..... 

NN i We. snksustcisnsenccoicguans 
BRCERMBROR, Ves o....ncns.csoscrccstecse 
IR RIES sccsciessisinres 
Gripen, Bo Co iissccccccssorssvees 


Charleston, W. Va. .........0000 
IN, TEs Ga cncsiisseccnicscnseece 
Chattanooga, Tenn. .............. 
Cheyenne, Wyo. ...........ccccsssees 
SENS RS, <asinnlibsceceiccosnsasent 
Cincinnati, Ohio ‘ 
Cleveland, Ohio hee 
I TR... ncccessrcnccicenstees 
Columbus, Ohio 

I Bs cahccsiccctciniccenssinnions 


Dayton, Ohio 

IS TI, siciessnsecerecisesscons 
Des Moines, lowa 

Detroit, Mich. ......... sale 
BORIS TI. siccenssccsacccsciconsescs 
RNR TU i naecacicesinegs 
SI a acacesetipcccrnaon 
Evansville, Ind. .... ss 
I Fie TI csrcsnevsorcssessersnin 
Grand Rapids, Mich. .............. 


I a ccnseniines 
Houston, Tex. .......... 

Indianapolis, Ind. .................. 
PO, FIRB, ssecsinsscisessvessees 
Jacksonville, Fla. ................ 
Kansas City, Mo. ..............0. 
Knoxville, Tenn. .................... 
RRS BBC. eseensvesscsccnaceres 
Lae Vegas, Be. .......cscscsesseees 
Little Rock, Ark. .............0.. 


Los Angeles, Calif. .............. 
RAI TE scenseicocespeceeserce 
Madison, Wis. .......... 
Manchester, N. H. .................. 
Memphis, Tenn. ..................... 
BE MIS. scincctansscsencssosintionans 
Milwaukee, Wis. .......... 
Minneapolis, Minn. ................ 
BS FIRB aciscvssensessvnsenssnsssnee 
Montgomery, Ala. .................. 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table E-5: Union Hourly Wage Scales ! for Selected Building Trades in 100 Cities—Con. 
(As of July 1, 1960) 


Nashville, Tenn. .................... 
SIL ING, Be: hcnnncssinsexesaisaisaten 
New Haven, Conn. ................. 
New Orleans, La. .................. 
New York, N. Y. ........ 

Norfolk, Va. ............0.+. 

ME EIES iii issamiansosesscree 
Oklahoma City, Okla. .......... 
REID 6 susvucaiecinanstencsics 
I OUI 6 incdisneanseniapcsatane 


Philadelphia, Pa. ..............00 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. ....... 
Portland, Maine 

BN, GOR cacisesiserecscasesess 
Providence, R. I. ... 

Raleigh, N. C.......... 
Reading, Pa. ....... 

Richmond, Va. ......... 
ORE Whe Wo issscccisssesesssace 


Rock Island, Ill. (Dist.) 
BEG ING diiidvesescucetiariseois 
Tis PUNE HANOI: <cincsnscsacticasesne 
Salt Lake City, Utah .... 
San Antonio, Tex. .......... 
San Diego, Calif. .......... ei 
San Francisco, Calif. ............ 
Santa Fe, N. Mex. .......... 
Savannah, Ga. ii 
Pememectady, Ne Y...ncc.ccosesecess 


IIA TOS <csucanikacinssithasnirssans 
Seattle, Wash. ..... 

MNOOR OE, BiG. oscacccnssssrsensecess 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak. .... 
South Bend, Ind. ............ 
Spokane, Wash. .............. vei 
Spriugfield, Mass, ...........000 
Syracuse, N. Y. ....... in 
Tampa, Fla. ............. 

Toledo, Ohio 


BE i Ts: cccsssinicanscivicencses 
a 
Washington, D. C.... 

Wichita, Kan. ........... sae 
Wilmington, Del. ..........:...000 
UUCOOOE,, TORO W: ccsccccsscssesesics 
ee 
Youngstown, Ohio 
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Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


‘Indicates a correction of data reported for previous quarter. 


on survey date. 
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* Represents an increase inrates between April 1, 1960 and July 1, 1960. 
1 These are basic scales representing minimum wage rates agreed 
upon through collective bargaining between employers and trade unions. Data on employer contributions to insurance (welfare) and 
pension funds, and for vacation and holiday payments are available upon request to the source agency. 
3 Includes Rock Island and Moline, IIl., and Davenport, Iowa. 
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2 No union scale in effect 





Chart 4. 
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‘Qunsteutiion Siatudele 


index (1947-49+100) Indexes of Output Index (1947-49=100) | 
200 
Composite Output index 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


__— UNADJUSTED 











MONTHLY COMPONENT INDEXES 


i 5; dash +— ALL TIME HIGH, UNADJUSTED 


Lumber & wood products 
T 1960 +— MOST RECENT, SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


Cg lly de Ld 


Ld Vida la ae 90° a 


scimetiemamiaiiiie MsssMdduys Udi 


JULY 1960 


_ ddddeeddddtlttdlddé4MWELEELH 


AUGUST 1960 


dddddddlldldddWP[J2L. 


JULY 1960 


Heating & plumbing equipment 


Asphalt products 


Clay construction products 


0 100 150 200 250 
index (1947-49=100) 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 60-10-T | 
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Table F-1.—Construction Materials: Indexes of Output, Unadjusted and Seasonally Adjusted 
(1947-49 =100) 


plumb- | Portland| Asphale Gypsum > — 


ing cement | Prod- products | .. 
equip- ucts fixtures 
ment 


Annual averages 


1959: July 


September .... 
October...... 
November 
December 


Percent change 


July 1959-60 -7 «i +18 -14 -6 wit =i 1. 8 ! 
June-July, 1960 .- 13 -19 -13 -17 #2] (3) -13 2419 2.. 2 


Seasonally adjusted indexes 


1959: July 5] *142.1 136.0] 120.3 
August ‘ * 128.5 \ 129.3 71.3 
141.3 . 139.6 64.5 

133.8 h 125.2 59.1 

November \ 137.4 . 128.0 88.7 
December le 155.6 bs 136.0 132.7 
133.2 be 120-.0 131.2 

150.1 . 121.2 129.2 

149.5 . 145.1 123.5 

132.7 ‘ 140.5 126.8 

129.3 ° 134.1 126.7 

132.1 i 140. 7 128.9 

122.2 ; *127.6 141.7 

127.2 s 132.9 n. a, 


‘ 
Ce Ceewrenteee «=e 
WVWNNN NRE wYIINS YN O 


Percent change 


Table compiled by the Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by various government agencies aad by private firms as 
shown in the tables following in Part F. n.a. Notyetavailable. “Revised, 2nd quarter 1959-60. lst quarter-2nd quarter 


1960. 3Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table F-2: Lumber ond Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Softwood lumber! Hardwood flooring! 
(Million board feet) (Thousand board feet) 


539, 981 

947, 023 : 569, 000 
922, 789 608, 623 
1,022, 299 825, 876 


89, 446 *75, 058 
90, 570 73, 738 
87, 322 084 78, 422 
November 72, 515 65, 004 
December * 73,217 ‘ 60, 657 
74, 725 68, 226 
71, 969 71, 420 
74, 789 73, 632 
75, 732 73, 126 
75, 822 66, 793 
83, 748 61, 064 
66, 796 ’ ay Sz, 810 
83,017 a 65, 315 


August 1959-60 
12 mos. ending August 


1959-1960 ..++ weees eee 


Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA). Sources: !National Lumber Manufacturers Association; ? Douglas Fir Ply- 
wood Association (monthly data are estimated from quarterly totals); > Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 4 Change 
of less than one-half of 1 percent. *As of end of period. ‘Revised. na, Not yet available. 


Table F-3: Shipments of Millwork Products and Production of Paint, Varnish, and Locquer 


Millwork products 


. . h 2 
ania aiiiaaid leas Paint, varnish, and lacquer 
pine doors ! doors! frames! 


Shipments Production for trade sales 
(Thousands of units) (Thousands of gallons) 


312, 510 
312, 54l 
313,128 
333, 100 
356, 700 


1959: August . 31, 400 
September 


November 


Percent change 


August 1959-60....++++ - 2% ~19 - 24 
12 mos, ending August 
1959-60 - 13 -22 - 19 


Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) Sources: 'National Wood Work Manufacturers Association (whose data are from 
member firms only and are not adjusted to represent full coverage); 2 Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 3 Productios 
Special tabulations prepared by the source agency indicate only minor differences between production and shipments. See note to 
table F-3 in the April 1959 issue. | 4 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. =‘ Revised. 
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Table F-4: Iron and Steel Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


(Thousands of tons) 


Selected steel mill products! Cast-iron pipe? 


Concrete Galvan- -m re Te 
Piling | Rails ; 


Shipments 


391 | 1,234 
433 | 1,300 
570 | 1,283 
440 580 
341 


1959: August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


47 
39 


August 1959-60 
12 mos, ending August 
59-60 


Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA). Sources: , American Iron and Steel Institute; Department of Commerce, Bureau 
of the Census; 3 National Electric Manufacturers Association; 4 American Institute of Steel Construction, Inc. *Scheduled for fab- 
tication in the next 4 months. 5 No data available because of the steel strike. 6 July 1959-60. 712 months ending July 1959-60. 
‘Revised. n.a. Not yet available. 


Table F-5: Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 


(In thousands of units, except as noted) 


Castiron convectors| ___—_—Fumaces_——__ Residential 


Gas water heaters and radiators Warm air 
(Thousand sq. ft.) | (all types and fuels) Floor and wall 
| a eee ele Lae Shipments 


30, 863 
29, 567 
24, 892 
22, 350 
23, 559 


1,892 
2, 046 
2, 725 
2, 720 
2, 196 
1,479 


July 1959-60 
12 mos, ending July 1959-60 


Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. *As of end of period. 
Table F-6, Plumbing Fixtures, is published quarterly in the January, April, July and October issues. 
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7: Portland Cement: Production and Shipments in the United States and Puerto Rico; 
Destination of Shipments by Geographic Division; Stocks 
(Thousands of barrels) 


Destination of shipments* 


Middle | East West | South | East West Stocks** 
North | North | Atlan- | South | South 
tic Central | Central tic Central | Central 


39,607] 17,536 

. 43,098} 22,412 
298, 424 ; ; 40, 522 28, 550 
311, 471 , 43,340| 30,800 
339,091 | 338,350] 10, ‘ , 47, 281 31, 32 


1959: August..<..] 34,800] 37,111 ; , , 4,650| *28, 102 
September..| 32,590] 35,351 . , 4,234) 25,341 
October....] 31,127 , : ‘ 4, 317 23,912 
November... | 26, 100 5 ' 5,532 27, 794 
December...| 24,111 » . 3, 332 31, 328 

: January....| * 18, 787 ; 2, 440 37, 088 
February... | * 16, 182 : 2,774 38, 666 
3, 759 39, 163 

3,823 38, 542 

3, 903 40, 085 

4,143 37, 667 

4, 035 36, 685 

4,479 33, 258 


Percent change 


August 1959-60... a? +2 
12 months ending-- 
August 1959-60... - 16 -3 


Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by Department of Interior Bureau of Mines. | *Data on ship- 
ments to Alaska, Hawaii, and foreign countries and data on finished cement used in the manufacture of prepared masonry cement are 
included in total shipments but are excluded from regional data. * Revised. 


Table F-8.—Shipments of Asphalt Products and Gypsum Products 


Asphalt products (thousands of squares)! Gypsum products? 


million square feet 
Prepared Sidin — Saturated ( 4 ) 


1959: August 
September. ......+++ . 
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Percent change 


August 1959-60........+. ee - 15 
12 mos. ending—August 
1959-60. .ccccccccces cceee - 2 


Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA). Sources: | Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; 2 Department of 
Interior, Bureau of Mines (quarterly). 3 Includes data for tar saturated as well as asphaic saturated felts. 42nd quarter 1959-60. 


512 mos. ending June 1959-60. 
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NOVEMBER 1960 


Table F-9.—Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Brick, Structural Vitrified Hollow facing Floor and wall tile, 
common and face clay tile clay sewer pipe tile (million glazed and unglazed 
(million brick) (thousand tons) (thousand tons) | brick equivalent) | (thousand square feet) 


Produc- | Ship- | Produc-| Ship- | Produc- Produc- | Ship- | Produc- 
tion ments tion ments tion tion ments tion 


233, 001 232, 802 
245, 996 227, 369 
216, 552 211, 635 
221, 768 215,710 
258, 631 252, 545 


20, 742 | 22, 268 

21, 253 21,999 

September 23, 388 22, 282 
October 24, 720 23, 956 
November 23, 080 20, 612 
December 23,037 20, 411 
; January 21, 528 18, 685 
21, 665 18, 417 

23, 246 20, 273 

21, 473 19, 188 

21, 247 20, 417 

20, 549 22, 108 

17,095 19, 361 


July 1959-60 
12 mos. ending July 1959-60.. 


Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA). 





Part G.—Contract Construction Employment 


Table G-1.—Number of Employees by Type of Contractor 


Building contractors Nonbuilding contractors 


All All non- Other 


building | General i inti building heavy 
con- con- ; Other con- con- 
tractors | ‘factors ; trades | tractors struction 


Number of employees (in thousands) 
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1959: August 
September .. 
October .... 
November... 
December... 

1960: January.... 
February... 
March, ..... 
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September.. 
Percent change 


July- August 1960.. 
12 mos, ending in 
August 1959-60... 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. | *Beginning with January 1959 data includes estimated data for Alaska 
and Hawaii. No estimates are available by type of contractor. **Preliminary estimate, not available by type of contractor. Per- 
cent change: August-September 1960, — 1.8; September 1959-60, +.6. 1 Calculations will not be made until December 1960 when 
comparable 50-state, 12-month moving totals will be available. ‘Revised. 


Table G-2 —Number of Employees, Seasonally Adjusted 


(In thousands) 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Note: Data for Alaska and Hawaii are not included. "Revised. 
(46) 





NOVEMBER 1960 


Table G-3.—Indexes of Aggregate Weekly Construction Worker Man-Hours 
(1947-49 =100) 
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Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Note: Data for Alaska and Hawaii are not included. ° Revised. 


Chart 5 


Contract Construction 
Employment, Hours, and Earnings 
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1959: August 
September.... 


November.... 
December... 
January 
February 


September 
October 
November 
December 
January...... 


September. .. 


November .... 
December ... 
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Avg. weekly earnings. . 
Avg. weekly hours 
Avg. hourly earnings . . . 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table G-4.—Hours and Gross Earnings of Construction Workers, by Type of Contractor 
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124.53 
119,72 
119, 71 
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124.57 
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126. 69 


*128. 83 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


Do you offer construction or engineering services that are marketable overseas? 


Do you have products that can be sold abroad? 


The Department of Commerce Field Offices are equipped with extensive information about: 


%* MARKETS ABROAD 
* PLANNED CONSTRUCTION 
%* ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
*% FOREIGN DEVELOPMENT PLANS 


Assistance in export promotion that can be obtained through the Field Offices includes: 


@ FINDING markets abroad 
® LOCATING business partners abroad such as agents, distributors, etc. 
@ FURNISHING business information on foreign firms 
@ PROVIDING specific business opportunities abroad 


® ADVISING on the types of business organizations to be set up abroad 
® EXPLAINING the documentation required to make export shipment 


@ INFORMING commercial offices at U. S. Foreign Service Posts of 
impending visits by U. S. businessmen 


Consult the nearest Field Office (shown on p. 8) on these and many other foreign trade matters 
on which they can be of assistance. 
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